
October 3rd, 2023 

Antelope County Board of Commissioners 

Neligh, Nebraska 

 

The Antelope County Board of Commissioners convened in regular session on Tuesday, October 3rd, 2023, at 9:00 AM in the County Commissioner’s 

Meeting Room, Antelope County Courthouse Annex, Neligh, Nebraska.  Meeting was called to order by Chairman Henery with the following board 

members responding to roll call: Heithoff, Williby, Jacob, and Henery. Krebs absent. Chairman Henery stated the open meeting laws are posted on the 

east wall of the Commissioner’s Meeting Room with more copies available at the County Clerk’s Office.  

 

Notice of the meeting was given in advance thereof by publication in the three (3) county newspapers, legal newspapers printed and in general 

circulation in Antelope County, Nebraska as shown by proof of publication filed in the County Clerk’s office.  The agenda for said meeting was sent to 

all members of the County Board of Commissioners. 

 

Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

 

Commissioner Krebs called yesterday; she is in rehab unit. 

 

Agenda: Motion by Commissioner Heithoff, seconded by Commissioner Jacob to approve agenda as presented. Voting aye: Heithoff, Williby, Jacob 

and Henery. Krebs absent. Nays none. Motion carried.  9:15 AM item ‘County Saturation Patrols and Tobacco/Alcohol Compliance Checks’ was 

postponed due to illness. 

 

Quarterly Jail Inspection – tabled until next week. Sheriff out of office. 

 

Correspondence was reviewed: Correspondence from Neal Brady regarding audit findings on Board; NIRMA’s Annual Membership Meeting and 

Luncheon; copies of cremation costs for County Burial; copy of Highway 20 Interlocal Law Enforcement Agreement; Email from Clearwater Village 

Clerk regarding River Road and Nebraska Street; Tall Grass scope of work plan to test casing of pipe on the north side of Oakdale cut across; Region 11 

Budget; NIRMA check for Sanne Repair LLC – was signed and sent to Sanne Repair LLC; Dean Settle – pictures of courthouse; Certificate of Liability 

-Missouri Petroleum Products; Local Leaders and public workers, permitting, and planning officials-natural gas safety information; NENEDD 2022-

2023 Annual Report; Bills from Johnston Farms-requesting County pay;  Clerk’s Pledge Collateral. 

 

Receipts: $500.00 Lamar Companies, sign rental east Highway 275 to General. 

 

Public presented bills:  Mr. Robert Johnston presented $5,850.00 worth of tire replacement and blade replacement.  Mr. Johnston claims he ran over a 

post stub that destroyed his tire.  Mr. Johnston claims this stub was sheered off by a wing when pushing snow.  Mr. Boggs reports he asked for pictures 

of the tire and of the sheered stub along with the exact location. Mr. Boggs said Mr. Johnston could not find a match to his tire and proceeded to 

purchase two (2) tires. The other item presented was blades for his mower.  According to statute, it is the landowner’s responsibility to mow the road 

ditch.  Mr. Boggs stated Mr. Johnston removed all of the sign markings along the stretch and brought them to the barn.  Discussion of turning to 

insurance.  Commissioner Williby offered to talk with Mr. Johnston and to get the history and to see if there are pictures, etc.  Item will be followed up 

next week. 

 

Zoning Administrator Report: No report today. 

 *The public hearing discussion for CO2 pipeline continues on Thursday, October 5th, 2023, at 3:00 PM. 

 *Surveys are still being distributed/returned. 

 

Quarterly Jail Inspection – Hold till next week. 

 

Rehires: Antelope County Law Enforcement Center is requesting to rehire Christopher Turner as a dispatch/jailer.  In addition, late last week, Mark 

Duncan offered to work PT/on call deputy for the Sheriff’s Office.  Motion by Commissioner Jacob, seconded by Commissioner Heithoff to approve 

both rehires for the Antelope County Law Enforcement Center. Voting aye: Heithoff, Williby, Jacob and Henery. Krebs absent. Nays none. Motion 

carried.   

 

Highway 20 Interlocal Agreement:  Antelope County has participated with Highway 20 Interlocal Agreement for a number of years.  This agreement 

basically unites the individual agencies in all law enforcement duties.  Motion by Commissioner Williby, seconded by Commissioner Jacob  to approve 

and authorize Chairman to sign.  Voting aye: Heithoff, Williby, Jacob and Henery. Krebs absent. Nays none. Motion carried.   

 

    

 
 
 



9:30 AM 1 & 6 Year Road Plan Hearing:  Motion by Commissioner Heithoff, seconded by Commisisoner Jacob to open the Public Hearing for the 

One- and Six- Year Road Program.  Brian McDonald states the purpose of the hearing is establish a road plan for Antelope County.  This hearing helps 

to qualify the County for Road Tax dollars.  During discusssion in August projects were discussed.  Chairman asked for Commissioner questions or 

comments.  Short discussion. Chairman asked for public input. Roger Synovec had sent an email regarding hard surfacing the road by the Plainview 

Country Club (865th Road).  This road was ground in 2020 in the County’s effort to reduce the hard surface roads to help in future up-keep costs.  Mr. 

Synovec presented the email again today – 1 patrons names were listed on this.  Mr. Synovec also presented a letter from Mardene Bryce Dalton in 

favor of hard surfacing 865th Road.  Donna Hoffman who lives on the corner by the golf course.  She and her husbaned are raising cattle, she is 

concerned the dust is the thick heavy and affects the livestock negatively.  Mrs. Hoffman’s main concern is the safety of the road when the dust is 

bellowing and thick, as visibility is horrible. The traffic is very heavy along the route. Tenisha Ostradowski (lives one (1) mile off of Highway 20) lots 

of dust, testified the condition of the road is very washboardy and dusty.  She has recently had repairs to her car totaling >$1,400.00.  She expressed 

interest in hard surfacing 865th Road again.  Chairman called twice for any more testimony.  With no testimony, Chairman opened it up to the 

Commissioners. Discussion.  With a 4” hotmix, material alone would be $260,000.00 – with a total cost estimate of > $400,000.00 for hard surfacing 

the road.  The public asked questions about 866th Road going west of Highway 13 – why was that road updated. Also noted of concern was the road 

going east of the golf course and the mile north of Highway 13 on 867th Road.  These roads require little maintenance and were basic maintenance 

caring.  The Chairman asked for any more testimony.  It was asked if it would be beneficial to do a traffic count on the road.  Road Superintendent, in 

agreement with Highway Superintendent agreed that did not effect the road.  

9:54 AM  Motion by Commissioner Heithoff, seconded by Commissioner Jacob to close public hearing.  Voting aye: Heithoff, Williby, Jacob and 

Henery. Krebs absent. Nays none. Motion carried.   

Discussion of projects and concerns today.  Motion by Commissioner Williby, seconded by Commissioner Heithoff to add hard surfacing of 532nd 

Avenue from 865th Road to Highway 20 to the six (6) year road plan.  Voting aye: Heithoff, Williby, Jacob and Henery. Krebs absent. Nays none. 

Motion carried.  Motion by Commissioner Williby, seconded by Commissioner Jacob to add hard surfacing of 866th Road between Highway 14 and 

522nd Avenue (2 miles) to the six (6) year Road Program. Voting aye: Williby, Jacob and Henery. Heithoff nay. Krebs absent. Nays none. Motion 

carried. 

Discussion ceased.  Motion by Commissioner Jacob, seconded by Commissioner Williby to accept the One- and Six- Year Road Program as presented 

with changes noted.  Voting aye: Heithoff, Williby, Jacob and Henery. Krebs absent. Nays none. Motion carried.   (Brian will present a new map and 

updated plan.) 

    
 
Authorize the Clerk to Advertise for Crack Sealing and for Patching.  Cracking on the Tilden North and Clearwater Creek Bridge (south) sights.  

There has been settlement and Mr. Boggs and Mr. McDonald that taking care of this now is precedent.  Estimation is $100,000.00.  The patching is 

minimal going north of Tilden. After further discussion the Tilden project would be a shared cost with Madison County.  Mr. McDonald will check with 

Madison County and get back to us to authorize advertising.  No action today. 

 

Clearwater Village Road Concerns: 

• River Road – north of Highway 275 – Clearwater: Amy and Cole Scott met with the Commissioners with concerns of the dust on River 

Road.  This road was Sinclaired dirt overlayed.  There has been multiple concerns with dust in this area.  Amy and Cole’s house is in the Village 

City limits.  In addition they have a concern of a culvert that was covered in the cementing of the bridges last spring.  The culvert is a flapped 

culvert on the east side.  They are not able to access the culvert and are hoping to get something corrected, as their house is in danger of 

flooding if the culvert is not usable.  The Commissioners stated the culvert will be taken care of immediately. 

• 51609 East Nebraska Street: Rochelle Dixon expressed concern aobut dust and mud along her street.  She has been told by the Village that 

this is a County problem, and the County has told her it is a Village problem.  She is hoping to settle this today.  In 2020, when the County came 

to the Village Board Meeting it was understood the road in questions was a County Road.  The County was not informed that it was a Village 

road until two (2) years later.  Actually, the Village did annex this road and tract in 2015; however, nothing was filed with the County until 

2020.  It was mentioned multiple times that all property that is along a city/village road – the road is maintained by city/village personnel. 

Discussion of the County having to make it right, since the road was gound up in 2020.  Because of the untimely filing of the annexation the 

road was ground as a ‘county road.’  The estimate to complete a 4” cold overlay is approximately $25,000.00.  Lengthy discussion, the Highway 

Superintendent and County Attorney agreed the property is a Village control and is not under County jurisdiction. The County does not have 

authority to spend tax dollars on non-county roads/parcels.  This is a truck route.  There are cases in which an interlocal agreement is in effect 

where one entity or the other may maintain, snow remove, etc to get to variuos other routes/points. 

• River Road North: Estimate on this projects is > $200,000.00 to hard surface this road.  The Village does not have available funds to pay for 

the fix. Discussion of having the County pay with the possibility of repayment.  Highway Superintendent suggested the Village may have to 

bond for road projects.  The County believes the millings were left on the road, however, the Village Board Representatives stated they were 

told the millings were not left, the County had them. No action today.  

 

11:04 AM Break 

 

Executive Session: 11:08 AM Motion by Commissioner Heithoff, seconded by Commissioner Williby to go into executive session regarding legal 

issues.  In attendance is County Attorney Joe Smith, four (4) Commissioners and by phone – Pam Bourne (NIRMA).  Met for approximately 48 

minutes.  11:54 AM Motion by Commissioner Heithoff, seconded by Commissioner Williby to close executive session and resume normal meeting.  

Voting aye: Williby, Heithoff, Jacob and Henery.  Nays none. Krebs absent. Motion passed.  Chairman stated no action was taken. 

 

Burial Costs: in the last month the County has received two (2) indigent burial claims.  Both parties either had residence in Antelope County or died in 

Antelope County. Both instances, the individuals had to be removed from properties and the undertaker/mortuaries were called out at night to collect the 

corpse. Next of kin in both instances possess no available resources.  The Commissioners discussed the mortician’s availability for these services, and 

not being compensated.  The County policy is no more than $2,000.00 for single burial.  Both individuals were cremated.  Motion by Commissioner 

Heithoff, seconded by Commissioner Jacob to pay both claims to the mortuary ($2,000.00), as a good faith. Voting aye: Williby, Heithoff, Jacob and 

Henery.  Nays none. Krebs absent. Motion passed.   

 



Road Superintendent Report: 

• Access Permit: Fred Thiele submitted a permit to place an access along 853rd Road.  This access in in the NE corner of NW¼ of Section 31, 

Township 26, Range 7, West of the 6th P.M. Mr. Thiele rents the ground south of 853rd Road.  The access has been established. Mr. Boggs 

reports no issues. The line of site is good, access for silage.  Motion by Commissioner Williby, seconded by Commissioner Jacob to approve 

access permit.  Voting aye: Heithoff, Williby, Jacob and Henery. Nays none. Krebs absent. Motion carried. 

• Short discussion on Orchard Barn septic tank: it was agreed to rent a port a pot.  The septic tank was an old fuel tank. Someone has been 

called to pump it.  It will eventually be hooked up to Village sewer. 

• No other report. 

 

No other issues to discuss. 

 

Adjourn: Motion was made by Commissioner Heithoff seconded by Commissioner Jacob to adjourn. Voting aye: Heithoff, Williby, Jacob and Henery. 

Krebs absent. Nays none. Motion passed. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 12:09 PM.     ANTELOPE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

  

By:  _____________________________________ 

Chairperson of the Board, Charlie Henery 

           

Attest:  ___________________________________ 

County Clerk, Lisa Payne 

 

 

 


