
March 2nd, 2021 

Antelope County Board of Commissioners 

Neligh, Nebraska 

  

The Antelope County Board of Commissioners convened in regular session on Tuesday, March 2nd, 2021 at 9:00 AM in the County 

Commissioner’s Room, Antelope County Courthouse Annex, Neligh, Nebraska.  Meeting was called to order by Chairman Henery, with 

the following board members responding to roll call:  Jacob, Henery, Pedersen, Krebs and Smith.  Chairman Henery stated that the open 

meeting laws are posted on the east wall of the Commissioner’s Meeting Room with more copies available at the County Clerk’s Office. 

 

Notice of the meeting was given in advance thereof by publication in the three (3) county newspapers, legal newspapers printed and in 

general circulation in Antelope County, Nebraska as shown by proof of publication filed in the County Clerk’s office.  Agenda for said 

meeting was sent to all members of the County Board of Commissioners. Meeting was available by ZOOM. 

 

Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

 

Agenda: Motion by Commissioner Jacob, seconded by Commissioner Krebs to approve agenda as presented. Voting aye: Krebs, Jacob, 

Pedersen, Smith, and Henery. Nays none. Motion carried. 

 

Minutes of the February 9th, 2021 Board of Commissioner Meeting: Motion by Commissioner Pedersen, seconded by Commissioner 

Jacob to approve minutes as presented. Voting aye: Jacob, Smith, Pedersen, Krebs and Henery. Nays none. Motion carried. 

 

Minutes of the February 9th, 2021 Board of Equalization Meeting: Motion by Commissioner Jacob, seconded by Commissioner Krebs 

to approve minutes as presented. Voting aye: Jacob, Smith, Pedersen, Krebs and Henery. Nays none. Motion carried. 

 

Electronic LEOP Update:  Bobbi Risor, Region 11, met with the Commissioners with an update on the LEOP. This manual needs to be 

updated every five (5) years. Antelope County is due to update this year. The State has a grant for helping with the cost and implementing 

an electronic LEOP. The update started a couple of weeks ago, and the plan is to have them completed by August. They may need 

information from the County to facilitate the update and implementation. This update is for the County and the Cities and Villages are 

under the jurisdiction. The goal of going electronically is so updates may be done in real time. 

 

Annex F: Bobbi Risor, Region 11 updated on Annex F. This is the Hazard Materials portion of the LEOP update. They are updated ALL 

materials for all of the entities involved.’ 

 

IPAWS-Integrated Public Alert Warning System: Bobbi Risor, Region 11 met with the Commissioners regarding the status of IPAWS. 

This was first introduced in 2019, at which time Bobbi met with the Commissioners to introduce same. This system is funded by FEMA. 

This is provided at no cost to local entities or communities. This system is used to notify the general public if there is a situation in the area, 

an alert is sent out and all electronic devices will ping or notify the whole area of the immediate situation. It is integrated in Antelope 

County at this time. 

 

Correspondence was reviewed: NIRMA letter regarding personnel changes at NIRMA; NIRMA Safety Shorts; NE NACO District 

Meeting Flyer; Local Project Monthly Status Update regarding Orchard NE, and Local Project Monthly Status Update regarding Tilden 

North; NDOR Past Due Bridge Inspection Report; Voiced concern on 513th Avenue between 846th & 848th Road – Road Department had 

worked on; Letters (2) to Board regarding Law Enforcement Center and treatment of Inmates; Demand for Notice on February County 

burial expenses; NIRMA 2020 Annual Report; Promotional and Improvement Grant guidelines and application proposed updates; The Best 

of NE Nebraska Back Roads Tour information. 

 

Receipts: $2,185.72 Cost Reimbursement on Road Builders Claim from FEMA – claim less $1,000.00 deductible to R&B Fund; 

$65,304.88 COVID recovery for first responder pays to General Fund; $4,793.31 COVID recovery for extra election expenses to General 

Fund; $16.00 recoup of filing fees on bad check for Register of Deeds to General Fund.  

 

Cameras-Applied Connective Technologies has inquired about cameras and support of same via email. The Commissioners requested 

more information. Ed Knott will be contacted for additional information. 

 

Larry Dix Day Resolution: Discussion by the Board. It was mentioned it wouldn’t hurt anything to do it.  Commissioner Smith stated ‘it is 

a gentleman retiring from his position, people retire every day, I guess I don’t see … I don’t know what this means. Declaring a day. Is it a 

state wide proclamation? … Like I said it is just a person retiring.  I guess I don’t understand designating a day … that is my feeling.’ 

Discussion of how many Counties were participating.  It was requested to add to the next meeting agenda.  

 

The Best of NE Nebraska Back Roads Tour: Rick Schuchardt and Laurie Larsen met with the Commissioners regarding the Best of the 

NE Nebraska Back Roads Tour. This ‘Back Roads Tour’ is trying to highlight small rural businesses in the 10-county area. (Boyd, Rock, 

Boyd, Boone, Pierce, Dixon, Holt, Cedar, Knox, Wayne). A map will be developed that has all of the businesses on it. Tourist visit these 

businesses and get punches or stamps for visiting, purchases, stays, etc. The participating businesses will donate two (2) $25.00 gift cards 

for ‘prizes’ at the end of the summer – October-ish. To participate they are asking the County to support the idea with a $200.00 

participation fee. Businesses would be responsible to apply for participation. The businesses are asked to pay a $375.00 participation fee, 

which buys their spot on the map and gives them ample air/tv time. Motion by Commissioner Krebs, seconded by Commissioner Pedersen 

to approve sponsorship Antelope County ($200.00) in The Best of NE Nebraska Back Roads Tour.  Voting aye: Jacob, Smith, Pedersen, 

Krebs and Henery. Nays none. Motion carried. More discussion on the possibility of the County helping to defray the individual business 

cost to participate. Motion by Commissioner Krebs, seconded by Commissioner Pedersen to approve sponsorship of $100.00 for the first 25 

businesses to join the tour, total of $2,500.00. Each business should complete a Promotional Grant Application and file with the County 

Clerk, by next Tuesday (3.9.2021). Voting aye: Jacob, Smith, Pedersen, Krebs and Henery. Nays none. Motion carried. 

 

Antelope County Visitor Committee presented today regarding updates of guidelines and application. Within the previous 12 months 

Antelope County Visitor Committee has had a majority of its members turn over. With this turnover, as the new members familiarized 

themselves with the committee and its guidelines. Discussion of the history and need to share some updates was needed. During recent 

Committee discussion a number of guideline and application changes have been introduced. Rick Schuchardt presented today with the 

proposed changes. Motion by Commissioner Pedersen, seconded by Commissioner Smith to approve changes and updates to the Antelope 

County Visitor Application and Guidelines. Voting aye: Jacob, Smith, Pedersen, Krebs and Henery. Nays none. Motion carried. 



    
 

 

 

Public Hearing - Closing of 841st Road between 510th & 511th Avenues: On December 1st, 2020 a public hearing to close this stretch of 

road was held. At that time, it was motioned and approved to leave the road open. After further review and neighbor’s discussion a second 

public hearing was requested. Today, we present for the second public hearing in follow-up of land owner discussions and easements. 

10:00 AM Motion by Commissioner Jacob, seconded by Commissioner Krebs to open the public hearing. Voting aye: Jacob, Smith, 

Pedersen, Krebs and Henery. Nays none. Motion carried. 

Brian McDonald opened the hearing: This is a repeat of the public hearing we did previously on 841st Road, starting at the Wheeler County 

line and going east approximately one (1) mile between 510th and 511th Avenue. There were issues regarding maintaining access to a couple 

of properties along there if this road is to be closed. Basically, with an easement across other properties to get to the Antelope County Road. 

Mr. McDonald asked if the Commissioners had any questions. 

Commissioner Smith asked in follow up of Brian’s comments there are going to be easements granted for that purpose? 

Brian McDonald: If this road is to be closed there are two (2) properties that don’t have continuous ownership to this road in Antelope 

County. They would have to be granted an easement across that as a condition to closure. 

Smith: Yeah, are the people that are having to grant the easement, are they in agreement to this yet? 

McDonald: The only way the road can be closed is if the condition of the closing is in effect. That is the only way you guys can close it. 

Krystle Campa (via ZOOM): Yeah, Brian I emailed you the fully executed Easement Agreement, I think it was last week or maybe the 

week before. Um, it is executed by all owners of properties in the area, and they are all granting reciprocal access easements to each other. 

Which covers that entire road. So, we have a fully executed easement agreement, ready to file. But we are waiting to file it until after the 

County considers this issue. If they were to approve it, then we would file it right after that. 

McDonald: I don’t remember seeing it. It could have gotten caught in the filter. I guess either, if you guys are deciding to proceed with the 

closure, we should have Joe review the easements. I guess it is a matter of who is in that access. Like I said are the granting everybody 

access to use the road and go across that property. And I believe there was some concern, Lisa got a call about the south half or the south 

half of Wheeler County road, it being school land. And I believe Lisa got a call from them. 

Clerk: I spoke with both Kelly Sudbeck, at the Nebraska School Lands and Funds Department and with Krystle Campa yesterday, and they 

were both in agreement that they are working on an easement. 

McDonald: So, they would be a party to that easement as well. 

Clerk: Yes. 

Kyrstle Campa (attorney with Invenergy): No, they were…So the Childers have executed the easement agreement that addresses Brian’s 

concern in the letter. It grants reciprocal access to all of the parties that hold title around that right of way. And then separately, if you 

remember there were some individuals, and I do not know if they are present at the hearing today, but they had raised concerns that they 

might want to utilize the road, and so the Childers met with them, and separately granted them a private access agreement. Because, as Kyle 

mentioned they are trying to make sure, they are trying to make sure or they are wanting to be good neighbors. And so they have granted 

them a private access agreement, and that has already been signed as well. What Brian might be mentioning is that yesterday we received a 

note from Nebraska School Lands and Funds, requesting a similar access arrangement to them. And it is my understanding that Kyle spoke 

directly with Kelly and agreed to also provide that to them. So it is just a matter of me working with Jim Fehringer on that private 

agreement. But that is separate from the easement agreement that this required for access in terms of Brian’s letter. 

McDonald:  And this is a public hearing, I said my piece as far as explaining it. If you have questions, ask. But I guess this is open as a 

public hearing. 

Henery: If you are in favor of this request, would you like to step forward and explain that? 

Campa: Sure, I can explain that further yeah. Brian had noted in his study that there were those parcels that had no access adjacent to that 

right of way. So, Jim Fehringer and I worked together on an easement, which grants reciprocal access rights for each of the properties that 

is adjacent to that right of way. And they have, all of those properties are owned by the Childers family, and they have all signed the 

easement agreement and it has been notarized and it is ready to be filed as soon as the preceding would be completed. And so that satisfies 

what Brian’s referencing in his study. And then the separate, the agreement between the Childers, the separate agreements between the 

Childers and their neighbors is more of courtesy. The Childers want to be accommodating for those neighbors that had raised concerns in 

wanting to use the road, so they executed separate agreements that are not going to be in the record, they are just private agreement between 

the Childers and those neighbors. And so that is a similar type of agreement that we envision with the Nebraska School Lands and Funds. 

But ultimately what the main concern is in Brian’s letter, is that those properties do not become land locked. So that is the easement that 

accomplishes that, and it will be filed of record once the proceedings are complete, if the County proceeds with the abandonment. 

Henery: Any body else that would want to speak in favor of?  Ok, if not I will ask people who are opposed to testify.  Do we have anybody 

who is opposed to this agreement? 

Kyle Childers: I guess going back to in favor. I guess it is not that it is one way or another, it doesn’t affect me a whole lot. I just don’t want 

to see that road built up, and you have to take out more trees, and everything else, and then it could possible effect getting into my bins 

there. Which has already been talked about, because you cannot have a driveway within so many feet of the intersection. We do have a 

drive, we drive around the bins, as far as access to augers and everything else. I am not saying the road, I do not want to see it shed water 

any differently than it already does. You start putting ditches in and then all of a sudden you have water standing in places that you don’t 

want water. Which is why we decided it might be best to talk to our neighbors if we can do an easement with them and abandon the road. 

That is kind of where we went on this, I guess. 

Henery: Ok.  Go ahead Dean. 

Dean Smith: Mr. Schrunk, are you alright with this? 

Steve Schrunk: Well, we have to speak in favor. Because we have already signed the easement, with these guys, my Dad and I have. So, I 

am for closing it up. 



McDonald: You have the Wheeler County side on the north? 

Schrunk: On the north side, yes. 

Smith: Well, I know, you had concerns the last one, that is why I wanted to make sure you were covered. 

Schrunk: Yes, like Kyle said, you get the water draining right is about the only way. 

Henery: Ask the applicant to clarify any concerns or issues that may have come up.  Is there any other neutral comments? (no responses) 

McDonald: Close the hearing then. 

Henery: We will need a motion to close the public hearing. 

Pedersen: I make a motion to close the public hearing. 

Jacob: I second. 

Henery: Ok, I have a motion and a second to close the public hearing. (Roll Call) All yays. 

10:11 Motion by Commissioner Pedersen, seconded by Commissioner Jacob to close public hearing. Voting aye: Jacob, Smith, Pedersen, 

Krebs and Henery. Nays none. Motion carried. 

Discussion continues on the purpose of the original hearing. If not closed, the road will have to be upgraded, and the other concern was 

landlocking property. The north side of the road in Wheeler County has been addressed. The Nebraska School Land and Funds is on track 

to be completed. The lessee has an easement at this time. To clarify the Wheeler County land is NOT land locked. Brian reviewed findings, 

and suggest to have County Attorney to review documents, and possibly table until next week, or until Nebraska School Lands and Fund 

easements is in place.  

Motion by Commissioner Pedersen, seconded by Commissioner Jacob to table decision and resolution until next week, allow time for 

County Attorney to review the easement. Voting aye: Jacob, Smith, Pedersen, Krebs and Henery. Nays none. Motion carried. 

 

Study of 510th Avenue Bridge was closed. Brian will study when he can get up there and complete study. They are discussing how access 

to all property is obtained. Brian to follow-up. 

 

County Bridge Match – Madison County Road – Bridge north of Tilden. Joe has reviewed agreement. Brian is still working on. 

 

EWP-NRCS working to complete/finish. 

 

Zoning Administrator Report: Liz and Bobbi Risor met with the Commissioners regarding the Hazard Mitigation RFP decision. There 

were two proposals. JEO is local and Bold is from Tennessee, and in recent projects have not been very organized and complete. Pierce 

County has requested to continue with the JEO plan. The JEO plan is a little more expensive. It seems the balance owed by the three (3) 

Counties should be less than $25,000.00, if the BRIC grant is awarded. There will be two (2) more opportunities to apply if the initial grant 

is denied. Knox County being the ‘bigger’ project will handle most of the coordinating. Motion by Commissioner Smith, seconded by 

Commissioner Pedersen to approve and award project to JEO. Voting aye: Jacob, Smith, Pedersen, Krebs and Henery. Nays none. Motion 

carried. 

• Liz handed her February Permit Report. No other action. Report was reviewed and put-on file. 

 

Interlocal Agreement -Interlocal Agreement between Madison County for Tilden North ER Project. Brian McDonald introduced this to 

continue the revenue flow on bridge matching. – Motion by Commissioner Krebs, seconded by Commissioner Jacob to approve and 

authorize Chairman to sign agreement. Voting aye: Jacob, Smith, Pedersen, Krebs and Henery. Nays none. Motion carried. 

   
 

Promotional Fund Grant: request from Young N Lively applied for a promotional grant for advertising of Treasure’s In the Park.  

Request is for $205.35, event is on September 12, 2021 at the Elgin City Park. Funding was approved by Antelope County Visitor 

Committee on February 15th, 2021. Motion by Commissioner Pedersen, seconded by Commissioner Jacob to approve request for funds. 

Voting aye: Jacob, Henery, Pedersen, Krebs and Smith. Nays none.  Motion passed. 

 

Improvement Fund Grant: request from Neligh Area Community Fund applied for a improvement grant for replacement of banners with 

Old Mill District logo. Request is for $1,500.00. Funding was approved by Antelope County Visitor Committee on February 10th, 2021. 

Motion by Commissioner Pedersen, seconded by Commissioner Jacob to approve request for funds. Voting aye: Jacob, Henery, Pedersen, 

Krebs and Smith. Nays none.  Motion passed. 

 

Improvement Fund Grant: request from Orchard Historical Society applied for a improvement grant for Digitizing Orchard Newspapers. 

Request is for $1,500.00. Funding was approved by Antelope County Visitor Committee on February 10th, 2021. Motion by Commissioner 

Smith, seconded by Commissioner Pedersen to approve request for funds. Voting aye: Jacob, Henery, Pedersen, Krebs and Smith. Nays 

none.  Motion passed. 

 

Depository Agreements: Annually, it is reviewed with local banks regarding their fund amount insurability for County Investments. 

Responding to the request this year were: Pinnacle Bank (Neligh) $20,000,000.00; Cornerstone Bank (Tilden & Clearwater) 



$25,000,000.00; Heritage Bank (Neligh) $ Balance of Accounts less FDIC Coverage; Brunswick State Bank (Brunswick) $ 250,000.00; 

Bank of Orchard (Orchard) $ 250,000.00; all were approved in February. Today, Bank of Elgin requested approval for $1,000,000.00. 

Motion by Commissioner Smith, seconded by Commissioner Krebs to approve and accept Bank of Elgin, Elgin, Nebraska. Voting aye: 

Pedersen, Krebs, Smith, Jacob and Henery. Nays none. Motion carried. 

 

Depository Resolution: Motion by Commissioner Krebs, seconded by Commissioner Jacob to approve depository resolution. Voting aye: 

Krebs, Jacob, Smith, Pedersen and Henery. Nays none. Motion carried. 

  
5-minute Break 

 

Road Superintendent Report: 

• Underground Permit: NW¼ Section 22, Township 24, Range 5, West of the 6th PM, Antelope County, Nebraska. Anna 

Allen submitted this on behalf of Turnkey Telecom. This is to install data through fiber optic line to residence. Motion by 

Commissioner Krebs, seconded by Commissioner Smith to approve underground permit, on Road Superintendent 

recommendation. All State and County Specs to be met, including 48 inches below surface. Voting aye: Jacob, Krebs, 

Smith, Pedersen and Henery. Nays none. Motion carried. 

• Underground Permit: NW¼ Section 33, Township 24, Range 7, West of the 6th PM, Antelope County, Nebraska. Mike 

Kerkman submitted underground permit to get electricity to pivot.  Two Rivers Irrigation is contractor. Motion by 

Commissioner Jacob, seconded by Commissioner Krebs to approve underground permit, with Road Superintendent 

recommendation. All State and County Specs to be met, including 48 inches below surface. Voting aye: Jacob, Krebs, 

Smith, Pedersen and Henery. Nays none. Motion carried. 

• Underground Permit: NE¼ Section 33, Township 28, Range 8, West of the 6th PM, Antelope County, Nebraska. Anson 

Electric submitted to provide electrical service to irrigation well.  Motion by Commissioner Smith, seconded by 

Commissioner Jacob to approve underground permit. All State and County Specs to be met, including 48 inches below 

surface. Voting aye: Jacob, Krebs, Smith, Pedersen and Henery. Nays none. Motion carried. 

• Borsheim Crane Service -two (2) oversize permits- Road Superintendent voiced no concerns. Motion by Commissioner 

Jacob, seconded by Commissioner Pedersen to approve oversize load permits. Voting aye: Jacob, Krebs, Smith, Pedersen 

and Henery. Nays none. Motion carried. 

• Rocky Mountain Crane Service -two (2) oversize permits- Road Superintendent voiced no concerns. Motion by 

Commissioner Jacob, seconded by Commissioner Smith to approve oversize load permits. Voting aye: Jacob, Krebs, Smith, 

Pedersen and Henery. Nays none. Motion carried. 

• TransCanada Road Use Agreement: with recent Administrative changes and orders, the TransCanada Project is at a 

standstill. They are no longer working locally. It was decided to leave road use agreement in place. Until further review. 

Aaron will try to capitalize on any product still in the laydown yard etc. TransCanada sponsored $2.56 million of road 

improvement projects in addition to projects completed by contractors. Roughly, Aaron estimates approximately $5.5 

million in overall project value. The construction bond ($15,000,000.00) is current. No action taken. 

• 11:19 AM Executive Session 

o Motion by Commissioner Smith, seconded by Commissioner Krebs to go into Executive Session to discuss possible 

litigation regarding a utility damage claim. Voting aye: Jacob, Krebs, Smith, Pedersen and Henery. Nays none. 

Motion carried. 

o In attendance: Commissioner Smith, Pedersen, Jacob, Krebs and Henery. County Attorney, Joe Abler, Road 

Superintendent, Aaron Boggs. Casey Dittrich. Met for approximately 32 minutes. 

o Motion by Commissioner Pedersen, seconded by Commissioner Jacob to go out of Executive Session.  Voting aye: 

Jacob, Krebs, Smith, Pedersen and Henery. Nays none. Motion carried.  Chairman Henery stated there was no action 

taken during Executive Session. 

• Equipment Update: Aaron discussed with the Commissioners regarding current dump truck situation. Currently the County 

has three (3) trucks that are approximately the same year make in model. Aaron is hoping to piece these trucks together to 

make a single workable truck. Discussion on all equipment. It was requested Aaron to do some research, figure out what we 

need, want, etc. and report to Commissioners. 

• Culvert Bids: Motion by Commissioner Smith, seconded by Commissioner Jacob to approve advertising of Culvert bids. 

Voting aye: Jacob, Krebs, Smith, Pedersen and Henery. Nays none. Motion carried. 

• Seasonal Help:  Road Superintendent inquired about Season/Summer Help. No objection by Commissioners. Aaron to 

proceed as needed. 

• Review of Road and Bridge Projects: lengthy discussion on a number of projects completed,  in the work, needing to be 

completed, future projects, etc. 



o Motion by Commissioner Smith, seconded by Commissioner Jacob to advertise for Golter Bridge Project, after Brian 

has plans drawn. Voting aye: Jacob, Krebs, Smith, Pedersen and Henery. Nays none. Motion carried.   

o Motion by Commissioner Smith, seconded by Commissioner Jacob to let bids on Crumly Project. Voting aye: Jacob, 

Krebs, Smith, Pedersen and Henery. Nays none. Motion carried. 

 

LPA Tilden North Project Agreement and Resolution: Motion by Commissioner Pedersen, seconded by Commissioner Krebs to 

approve LPA Agreements and authorize Chairman to sign. Voting aye: Jacob, Krebs, Smith, Pedersen and Henery. Nays none. Motion 

carried. 

   
 

LPA Orchard Northeast Agreement and Resolution: Motion by Commissioner Pedersen, seconded by Commissioner Krebs to approve 

LPA Agreements and authorize Chairman to sign. Voting aye: Jacob, Krebs, Smith, Pedersen and Henery. Nays none. Motion carried. 

 
 

Zoning Administrator position tabled until next week. Allowing the Committee to meet again this week. 

 

No other issues to discuss. Adjourn: Motion was made by Commissioner Jacob seconded by Commissioner Smith to adjourn. Voting aye: 

Jacob, Smith, Pedersen, Krebs and Henery. Nays none.  Motion passed. 

  

Meeting adjourned at 1:59 PM.      ANTELOPE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

  

By:  _____________________________________ 

                                                                                                                               Chairman of the Board, Charlie Henery 

  

Attest:  ___________________________________ 

County Clerk, Lisa Payne 

  
 


